
 
Finishing the year well: Pt. 2 

“Preparing for the New Norm” 
November 15th, 2020 

Introduction:  
God never wastes a pain. The saying may be cliché but the principle is true: Our biggest lessons 
can be learned through the hardest of times. So what can we learn through the pandemic of 
2020? How can we grow through these circumstances and be a more mature person because of 
them. The three areas to grow in are: Financially, Relationally, and Personally. Difficult 
circumstances can provide an opportunity to grow, but they also reveal the areas where growth 
is needed. Have these times revealed a need to save an emergency fund? Have you realized the 
value of friendship or a need to invest more in creating friends? Have you realized your need to 
improve your mental health to deal with stress? Your answers to these questions can be 
discouraging, but remember, be kind to yourself. We are all “Works-in-progress.”  
 
Getting Started:  
When was a time fear motivated you to do something that you had been putting off?  
 
Discussing:  

• READ: John 21: 1-9 

• VS. 3: After a life spent with Jesus and seeing His resurrected body, Peter decided to go 
fishing. Why do you think Peter and the rest of the disciples went fishing? 

• VS. 6: Throwing their nets on the other side of the boat was Jesus command to getting 
them to realize who He was. At times, Jesus commands us to do things that in the 
moment feel awkward but in the end are for our benefit. Why do you think that is?  

• Circumstances can reveal things that previously have gone hidden. For example, a small 
pain in your body can reveal an ongoing disease, a bad smell in your refrigerator can 
reveal old moldy forgotten about food, or a harsh-word spoken flippantly to a friend or 
spouse can reveal a deeper unresolved hurt. What are other telling symptoms that 
reveal deeper unresolved issues or problems? 

• If you could meet your younger self (10/20/30/40 years younger), what advice would 
you give yourself? 

• Think about if you could meet your future self (2/5/10/15 years older), what advice do 
you think your future-self would give you today?  

• If you could go back and talk to yourself in November 2019 (Pre-CoVid-19). What advice 
would you give yourself?  

• Pastor Russ said in his sermon: “If we don’t pay attention, we will not benefit from this 
time and our tendency will be to rush back to the old normal and miss the lessons 
learned during this unique time.” When thinking about these three areas (Financial, 
Relational, and Personal) in which one would you say you learned the most during this 
time of Covid-19? 

 
Something More:  
Review: How did you do memorizing a verse last week?  
Thinking back on your life, when did God grow you the most? What lesson did you learn? 
 


