
 

 

Connect - Engage - Serve 

“How to Avoid Arguments” 

Week of December 8th, 2019 

 Connecting -with your group 

1. Take some time to discuss how your week went.  Did you focus more on treating people as God treats 

you?  How were you able to put this into practice last week?   

 
Engaging- with the Word of God and others 
This week we’re continuing our message series on Developing a Faith that Works and studying the book of 

James.  We’ll be specifically looking at James 4:1-10, and learning how to avoid arguments. 

 

1. Read James 4:1 
James 4:1 (NIV) “What causes fights and quarrels among you?  Don’t they come from your desires that battle within you?” 

 
What are some things that cause arguments or conflict in your life?  In what ways do you handle the 
conflict?  How can you be better at handling it? 

 
2. Read Pastor Russ shared that we are to use things and love people; when you start loving things, you 

will start using people. A common myth: “If only I could buy such & such, I’d be happy.”  How is your 
life impacted by this common myth during the Christmas season?  In what ways have you tried to buy 
others’ happiness while sacrificing relationships?  Have you been subjected to someone trying to buy 
your happiness while sacrificing love?   
 

3. One of the three conflict causing desires is the desire to feel (pleasure).  Where do you draw the line 
when enjoying certain aspects of your own life becomes wrong?  Give specific examples.  
 

4. Another one of the conflict causing desires is the desire to be (pride & power).  Discuss examples of 
when you have put your comfort before others, and when you were unwilling to compromise to put 
others first.  How did that feel for you?  What did that do to your relationships with others?   

 
5. Read James 4:2 and James 4:3 

James 4:2 (NIV) “…You do not have, because you do not ask.” 
James 4:3 (NIV) “When you ask, you do not receive, because you ask with wrong motives, that you may spend what  
you get on your pleasures.” 
 
Pastor Russ shared two reasons our desires aren’t fulfilled: 1) We don’t pray; and 2) When we do pray, 
we pray with the wrong motives.  How has this played out in your life?  In what ways can you get 
better at looking to God to fulfill your needs, and to stop asking for things in a selfish way?  What is 
your prayer life currently like, and what changes do you need to make? 
 

6. The cure for arguments is humility.  Read James 4:6 & 10. 

James 4:6 & 10 (NIV) “God…gives grace to the humble…Humble yourselves before the Lord, and He will lift you up.” 
 
The only way to get grace is by humbling yourself; i.e. admitting your need of God & His power & help.  
What does humbling yourself before God mean to you?  When is the need to humble yourself most 
prevalent in your relationship with God?  With others? 



 

 

 

 

Serving- your group through prayer and care 

Take time to share praises and prayer requests.  As your group prepares to break until after the new year 

(resuming the week of January 19th), be sure to stay in touch and plan a social outing (or two) around the 

holidays.   

 

Something More 

Read Matthew 4:1-11 aloud as a group. 

 

Compare Satan’s temptations in this passage to the three desires that cause conflict: 1) the desire to have 

(possessions); 2) the desire to feel (pleasure); and 3) the desire to be (pride & power).  

 

Satan’s Temptations Desires that cause conflict 

v.3 “…tell these stones to become bread”  

v.6 “…throw yourself down [off the highest point of 

the temple]” 

 

v.9 “…bow down and worship me”  

 

 

We are to fight Satan in the same way Jesus did: by quoting Scripture.  How are you actively working to 

memorize Scripture in order to fight Satan?  

 


