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3 Common Mistakes to Avoid 

Mistake #1:  PLANNING without God 
James 4:13 (NIV) “Now listen, you who say, ‘Today or tomorrow we will go to this or that city, spend a year there, carry on 
business, and make money.’” 
Luke 14:28 (NLT) “[Jesus said] But don’t begin until you count the cost. For who would begin construction of a building  
without first calculating the cost to see if there is enough money to finish it?” 

The Bible says it is FOOLISH not to plan 
Proverbs 4:26 (GN) “Plan carefully what you do, and whatever you do will turn out right.” 
Proverbs 21:5 (GN) “Plan carefully and you will have plenty; if you act too quickly, you will never have enough.” 

The problem with the attitude James’ describes is SELF-SUFFICIENCY 

You can be a believer and forget God in your DAILY LIFE 

Planning without God is practical ATHEISM 

What’s the Solution?  Include God in your GOAL SETTING 
James 4:15 (NIV) “Instead, you ought to say, ‘If it is the Lord’s will, we will live and do this or that.’” 

We should preface all of our planning with “IF THE LORD WILLS” 
Proverbs 19:21 (GN) “People may plan all kinds of things, but the Lord’s will is going to be done.” 

We need to stop praying, “God bless WHAT I AM DOING” 
Proverbs 16:1 (GN) “We may make our plans, but God has the last word.” 
Proverbs 16:9 (NLT) “We can make our plans, but the LORD determines our steps.” 

Mistake #2:  PRESUMING about tomorrow 
James 4:14 & 16 (NIV) “Why, you do not even know what will happen tomorrow.  What is your life?  You are a mist that  
appears for a little while and then vanishes.  As it is, you boast and brag.  All such boasting is evil.” 

We assume we are going to LIVE FOREVER 

2 reasons we should not presume about the future: 

1.  Life is UNPREDICTABLE 

The fact that life is uncertain should make us trust & depend on God MORE – not WORRY 

2. Life is BRIEF 

Don’t take LIFE FOR GRANTED 
Isaiah 56:12 (NIV) “‘Come,’ each one cries, ‘Let me get wine!  Let us drink our fill of beer?  And tomorrow will be 
like today, or even far better.’” 
Proverbs 27:1 (NIV) “Do not boast about tomorrow, for you do not know what a day may bring forth.” 

Announcing a goal can either be a statement of FAITH or ARROGANCE 

What makes the difference is your MOTIVE 

What’s the Solution?  LIVE one day at a time 

Matthew 6:34 (LB) “So don’t be anxious about tomorrow – God will take care of your tomorrow too.  Live one 
day at a time.” 



I can’t live the FUTURE; I can only live TODAY 

“I don’t know WHAT the future holds, but I know WHO holds the future” 
Psalm 31:15 (NIV) “[King David] My times are in Your [God] hands;…” 

Mistake #3:  Putting off GOOD 
James 4:17 (NIV) “Anyone, then, who knows the good he ought to do and doesn’t do it, sins.” 

One of Satan’s favorite tricks is to tell us, “Yes, you should do that!  Just do it TOMORROW.” 

Procrastination is a TRAP 

Just because you KNOW the right thing to do, doesn’t mean you are going to DO IT 

There are sins of COMMISSION and sins of OMISSION 

I can do nothing and still SIN because there are things I OUGHT to be doing 

Christianity, our faith, is more than simply AVOIDING EVIL 

What’s the Solution?  Do it NOW 
Proverbs 3:27-28 (NIV) “Do not withhold good from those who deserve it, when it is in your power to act.  Do not say to  
your neighbor, ‘Come back later; I’ll give it tomorrow’ – when you now have it with you.” 

The best use of your life is to invest it something that will OUTLAST it 

“He is no fool who gives up what he cannot keep for that which he cannot lose.”  Jim Eliott 

The Bible says only 2 things will last forever:  GOD’S WORD and PEOPLE 

Remember the lesson of Methuselah:  It’s not how LONG you live, but HOW you live 

(see Luke 12:16-20) 

You should invite Christ into your life, not because you may die tonight, but because you have to 

LIVE  

TOMORROW 

For some, TODAY is the day to give your life to God 
2 Corinthians 6:2 (LB) “Right now God is ready to welcome you.  Today He is ready to save you!” 

Don’t make the mistake of Felix and PRESUME upon tomorrow 
Acts 24:25 (LB) “‘Go away for now,’ he replied, ‘and when I have a more convenient time, I’ll call for you again.’” 

What starts out as a temporary CONDITION often becomes a permanent LIFESTYLE 

There is no better day than TODAY to totally give myself to God 

 
My Next Step Today Is: 

□  I will stop asking God to bless what I’m doing & begin to preface all my planning with “if the Lord wills” 

□  I will begin living each day to its fullest and trust God with my future 

□  As God prompts me to help others, I will act on it, instead of putting it off to another time 

Join Us Next Week:  as we’ll learn “How to be Wise with Your Wealth”   Invite a friend! 

 


