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The events of Easter are relevant because they address our deepest and greatest FEARS 

For the first century Christians when Jesus was crucified and died, their hope DIED 

When Jesus died, NOBODY BELIEVED He was the son of God, or the Messiah, or the Savior of 

the world 

After Jesus was crucified, there were no CHRISTIANS because there was no CHRIST 

No one was planning to keep the DREAM alive or the movement MOVING 

It was clear that Jesus WASN’T who He CLAIMED to be 

Jesus’ TEACHING wasn’t the driving force of His movement; it was His outrageous CLAIMS 

attributing to Himself things that only belong to GOD 
John 6:41-42 (NIV) “41 At this the Jews there began to grumble about Him because He said, ‘I am the bread that came 
down from heaven.’  42 They said, ‘Is this not Jesus, the son of Joseph, whose father and mother we know?  How can He 
now say, ‘I came down from heaven’?” 
John 6:66 (NIV) “From this time many of His disciples turned back and no longer followed Him.” 
John 6:67-69 (NIV) “67 Then Jesus turned to the Twelve and asked, ‘Are you also going to leave?’ 
68 Simon Peter replied, ‘Lord, to whom would we go?  You have the words that give eternal life.  69 We believe, and we  
know You are the Holy One of God.” 

Jesus’ disciples didn’t follow Him because of His TEACHING.  They followed Jesus because of 

WHO  

Jesus claimed to be, and because of who they thought perhaps HE WAS 

Now that Jesus is dead, they were clearly WRONG about Him; God would not allow the Messiah to 

be  

EXECUTED by a foreign power 

All of His followers STOPPED BELIEVING – then something happened that CHANGED 

EVERYTHING 

The “EVENT” (the resurrection of Jesus) launched the “MOVEMENT” (Christianity) that 

eventually  

produced the BIBLE 

If you get this out of order, it gets confusing, and your faith will become FRAGILE 

The Christian faith did not begin with GENESIS but with the RESURRECTION of Jesus 

There were no BELIEVERS until AFTER the RESURRECTION 

The Bible DIDN’T create Christianity.  Christians DIDN’T create Christianity.  The 

RESURRECTION created  

both. 

We know and believe the resurrection because of the EYE-WITNESS TESTIMONY of the 1
st
 

century  



Christians, many of whom were KILLED because of their belief in the RESURRECTED Jesus 

We have a Bible because of the RESURRECTION; without the resurrection, there would be NO 

BIBLE 

Mark 15:43-47 (NIV) “43 Joseph of Arimathea, a prominent member of the Council, who was himself waiting for the 
kingdom of God, went boldly to Pilate and asked for Jesus’ body. 44 Pilate was surprised to hear that He was already dead. 
Summoning the centurion, he asked him if Jesus had already died. 45 When he learned from the centurion that it was so, 
he gave the body to Joseph. 46 So Joseph bought some linen cloth, took down the body, wrapped it in the linen, and placed 
it in a tomb cut out of rock. Then he rolled a stone against the entrance of the tomb. 47 Mary Magdalene and Mary the 
mother of Joseph saw where he was laid.” 
Mark 16:1 (NIV) “When the Sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and Salome bought spices so  
that they might go to anoint Jesus’ body.” 

These women went to Jesus’ tomb to anoint His body because like everybody else, they expected 

Jesus to STAY DEAD 
Mark 16:2-7 (NIV) “2 Very early on the first day of the week, just after sunrise, they were on their way to the tomb 3 and they 
asked each other, ‘Who will roll the stone away from the entrance of the tomb?’  4 But when they looked up, they saw that 
the stone, which was very large, had been rolled away. 5 As they entered the tomb, they saw a young man dressed in a 
white robe sitting on the right side, and they were alarmed.  6 ‘Don’t be alarmed,’ he said. ‘You are looking for Jesus the 
Nazarene, who was crucified. He has risen!  He is not here. See the place where they laid Him. 7 But go, tell His disciples  
and Peter, ‘He is going ahead of you into Galilee. There you will see Him, just as He told you.’” 

If you are a follower of Jesus, Peter would assure you, your hope is NOT IN VAIN 
Mark 1:15 (NIV) “‘The time has come,’ He said. ‘The kingdom of God has come near. Repent and believe the good news!’” 

The Kingdom of God has come near which means, you are NEVER FAR 

God has done something for you because God is FOR YOU 

God wants you to receive this good news and accept His invitation to begin FOLLOWING JESUS 

 

My Next Step Today Is: 

□  Today I am making a decision to begin following Jesus (Pick up free copy of “More Than a Carpenter”) 

 

□  I have questions about Christianity.  I am interested in participating in the Starting Point class  

    facilitated by Pastor Russ beginning this Wed, April 7
th

 at 6:30 pm at the church 

 

□  I want to meet some other people and learn more about a growing relationship with Jesus.  I am  

    interested in participating in a 4 week “Circle Up” group beginning the week of April 12
th

  

 

Join us again next week as we begin a new message series: 

“The Unsettling Solution for Just About Everything”  

Invite a friend to join you! 

 


