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Nobody has to teach us how to look for or exploit LOOPHOLES (a way or ways around the rules that  

technically don’t break the rules) 

When religious people exploit loopholes in their religion, we call them HYPOCRITES 
Matthew 23:27-28 (NIV) 27 “Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You are like whitewashed 
tombs, which look beautiful on the outside but on the inside are full of the bones of the dead and everything unclean. 28 In  
the same way, on the outside you appear to people as righteous but on the inside you are full of hypocrisy and wickedness.” 
Mark 1:15 (NIV) “‘The time has come,’ He said. ‘The kingdom of God has come near.  Repent & believe the good news!’” 

We’ve discovered Jesus did not get angry when He didn’t get His way; Jesus got angry when 

RELIGION got in the way 
Mark 2:27 (NIV) “ Then He [Jesus] said to them, ‘The Sabbath was made for man, not man for the Sabbath.’” 

Mark 2:22 (NLT) “But the teachers of religious law who had arrived from Jerusalem said, ‘He’s [Jesus] possessed by 
Satan, the prince of demons.’” 
Mark 6:54-56 (NIV) “54 As soon as they got out of the boat, people recognized Jesus. 55 They ran throughout that whole 
region and carried the sick on mats to wherever they heard He was. 56 And wherever He went—into villages, towns or  
countryside—they placed the sick in the marketplaces.” 

Mark 7:1-3 (NIV) “The Pharisees and some of the teachers of the law who had come from Jerusalem gathered around 
Jesus 2 and saw some of His disciples eating food with hands that were defiled, that is, unwashed. 3 (The Pharisees and all  
the Jews do not eat unless they give their hands a ceremonial washing, holding to the tradition of the elders.”) 

Jesus did NOT BELIEVE in the “Oral Torah”/“Traditions of the Elders” 

Mark 7:5-6 (NIV) “5 So the Pharisees and teachers of the law asked Jesus, ‘Why don’t Your disciples live according to the 
tradition of the elders instead of eating their food with defiled hands?’  6 He replied, ‘Isaiah was right when he prophesied  
about you hypocrites; as it is written:  ‘These people honor me with their lips,…” 

These people have learned to say all the RIGHT THINGS 
Mark 7:6 (NIV) “‘These people honor Me with their lips, but their hearts are far from Me.’” 

The kingdom of God is near, but their hearts are SO FAR from God they don’t/won’t even 

RECOGNIZE their King 
Mark 7:7 (NIV) “They worship Me in vain; their teachings are merely human rules.” 

Jesus is saying to the religious leaders, you’ve turned religion into a game only you can WIN 
Mark 7:8-9 (NIV) “8 ‘You have let go of the commands of God and are holding on to human traditions.’  9 And He continued, 
‘You have a fine way of setting aside the commands of God in order to observe your own traditions!’” 

Jesus is saying you have created RELIGIOUS LOOPHOLES that serve you and benefit you 

The religious leaders have used their made-up tradition to bypass the ACTUAL LAW of God 
Mark 7:10 (NIV) “For Moses said, ‘Honor your father and mother,’ and, ‘Anyone who curses their father or mother is to be  
put to death.’” (Jesus is quoting Exodus  21:17) 

Jesus never detaches the Old Testament law from the PUNISHMENT associated with those laws 
Mark 7:11-12 (NLT) “11 But you say it is all right for people to say to their parents, ‘Sorry, I can’t help you. For I have vowed  
to give to God what I would have given to you.’ 12 In this way, you let them disregard their needy parents.” 

They were taking their traditions & elevating them OVER the clear teaching of the law & the 

prophets 



They were using the words that came from God to HURT the people that God LOVED 

Question:  Have you ever sinned against or hurt another person, thought you made it right with God  

     through some religious tradition, but NEVER made it RIGHT with the person you hurt? 
Mark 7:13 (NIV) “Thus you nullify the word of God by your tradition that you have handed down. And you do many things 
like that.” 
Matthew 5:23-24 (NIV) 23 “Therefore, if you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember that your brother or sister 
has something against you, 24 leave your gift there in front of the altar. First go and be reconciled to them; then come and  
offer your gift.” 

Mark 8:31 (NIV) “He then began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders, 
the chief priests and the teachers of the law,…” 
Mark 1:15 (NIV) “‘The time has come,’ He said. ‘The kingdom of God has come near.  Repent & believe the good news!’” 

Question:  Is it possible that you have let go of the ACTUAL commands of God and are holding to  

       HUMAN traditions? 

Have you come up with your OWN loopholes? 

4 Uncomfortable Questions: 

 Do you ever try to figure out how close you can get to sin with actually sinning? 

 Do you believe there is a ritual that makes you right with God while removing your  

responsibility to make things right with others? 

 Do you feel guiltier about missing mass/church than mistreating someone at work? 

 Are you banking on the myth that God has short-term memory loss? 

You have been invited to participate in a kingdom of CONSCIENCE that’s informed by a SINGLE law 

of Christ 
John 15:12 (NLT) [Jesus said] “This is My commandment:  Love each other in the same way I have loved you.” 

There are no LOOPHOLES in that kind of love 

Answer this question everyday:  What does LOVE REQUIRE of me? 

When we fall short, let’s not make EXCUSES, let make APOLOGIES 

 

My Next Step Today Is: 

□  I have been guilty of creating “loopholes” that I know are wrong.  I am finished with my loopholes. 

□  There is someone I need to make things right with.  I will do that this week. 

□  I will begin asking myself daily, “What does love require of me in this situation?” 

Join us again next week as we explore being “Kingdom Great.”  Invite a friend to join you! 


