
 
David: The Reluctant Hero | May 30th, 2021 

Introduction:  
Where we place our hope shows who we depend on the most. David’s confrontation with 
Goliath shows how a person thinks and behaves when their trust is completely in God. The 
circumstances surrounding this historic battle were by no means pleasant. Two rivaling super-
powers were battling for middle-eastern dominance with the reputation of their gods hanging 
in the balance. However, David’s confidence was securely placed in his Savior, not in his 
surrounds. David’s faith in God allowed him to see opposition as opportunity, chaotic 
circumstances as divine appointments, and “no-way-out” situations as moments God can use to 
display His power. When we realize God is capable of all things and desires to glorify Himself 
through the faithful actions of His people, it changes the way we live and think. David was 
Israel’s greatest King, but never confused himself as being The King. Placing all our hope and 
trust in The One who knows all things and can do all things, is the first step to modeling the 
faith David displayed in battling the giants of his day.  
 
Discussion Questions:  

1) READ 1 Samuel 17: 12-51 (It might be best to have everyone read silently to themselves) 
(Or…have everyone read it before they arrive to group) 

2) Vs. 37: The Lord who rescued me from the paw of the lion and the paw of the bear will 
rescue me from the hand of this Philistine. David’s past experiences of seeing God work 
increased his faith for future events. Is there a past circumstance in your own life, where 
you have witnessed God work, that you look back upon to increase your faith when 
dealing with present day challenges?   

3) Pastor Russ said in his message: “Where we place our hope shows who we depend on 
the most.” What is something you personally have been tempted to place your hope in?  

4) Pastor Russ said also said in his message: “Those whose hope is in the Lord see clearly, 
act confidently, and walk humbly.” Think about each of these things. Why would hope in 
the Lord cause us to model these three attributes?  

5) READ: Psalm 25: 1-5  
6) Assume for a second you believed and modeled all the words written by David in these 

verses. You completely gave your life to God (vs.1). You trusted God completely for 
everything (vs.2). You believed God would care for your future (vs. 3). You believed God 
would show you the right path to take (vs.4). All your hope was in the Lord (vs.5). How 
would your attitude, thoughts, and actions look differently than they do now? 

7) All our worries are created by fear and a desire to control. David acted out a place of 
dependence on God and trusted all control to Him. What is something in your own life 
today you need to release to God?  

 
Announcement:  
June 6th! 5:00-6:00pm: Life Group Celebration! Come to celebrate the closing of a crazy year. 
There will be round-tables for seating, food, and a time of encouragement as we start the 
summer hiatus. (FYI: August 1st is the LG Kick-Off Event at New Hope) Please have your leader 
RSVP and register your child for childcare during the event (childcare space is limited).  


