
“Thinkin’ It Through” 
How to Get What You Really Want, Part 4 

September 27th, 2020 
 
What we naturally want is often in conflict with what we actually want 

To get to what we really want, we have to discover what we actually value 

To spend some time asking the deeper questions helps us move beyond naturally to ultimately;  
most people never stop to do this 

When we discover what we really value, we are less prone to settle for what we merely want 

Another question we ask:  “What does God really want?”  We assume the real question is,  
“What does God want from me?” 

Good parents don’t want things from their children, they want things for their children 

God wants for you love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and  
self-control (Galatians 5:22-23) 

What you really want is what you were created for.  And what you were created for is  
connected to who you were created by 

You may discover you are not as far off from what you want and what God wants as you think 

You need to realize, the kingdom of this world cannot give you what you really want 

The kingdom of this world is designed to distract you from what really matters 

The kingdom of this world that we live in is fueled by two things:  upgrades and experiences 
Romans 12:1 (NIV) “Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as a  
living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this is your true and proper worship.” 

In view of all God has done for you, surrendering yourself to God, being a living sacrifice, is the  
most logical thing you could do; in fact refusing to surrender is unreasonable 

Romans 12:2 (NIV) “Do not conform to the pattern of this world,…” 

Don’t be distracted or satisfied with upgrades and experiences 

Over time there is a process that has pressed you into the mold of this culture which focuses you  
on what you want, not what you value 

Romans 12:2 (NIV) “…but be transformed by the renewing of your mind.” 

There is a process that if you engage in over time will transform you by the renewing of your mind 

Paul is smart enough to know we can’t go out and just change our behavior 

Don’t focus on your behavior; focus on changing the way you think 

When we see as God sees, we are more inclined to do as God says 

New Testament imperatives apart from New Testament thinking result in short-term obedience  
and long-term frustration 

You are not transformed by the commitment of your will but by the renewing of your mind 



You have to see the world differently!!! 

Like refinishing furniture you must:  Take off the old before you put on the new 
Romans 12:2 (NIV) “Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed…” 

The “old” is what I naturally want; the “new” is what I ultimately want 

As you begin to renew your mind, as you begin to see as God sees, you’ll be far more inclined to  
do as God says 
Romans 12:2 (NIV) “Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your  
mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—His good, pleasing and perfect will.” 

As you begin to see yourself, your kids, your marriage, your friends, as God sees, it’ll be easier  
for you to discern what God’s will is – “His good, pleasing and perfect will.” 
Romans 12:1-2 (NIV) “Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as a 
living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this is your true and proper worship.  Do not conform to the pattern of this 
world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will  
is—His good, pleasing and perfect will.” 

Don’t be surprised if you come face to face with your Heavenly Father, with the will of your 
Heavenly Father, His good, His pleasing, His fulfilling, His grown-up will for you 
 

My Next Step Today Is: 

□  I will take the “Exploring Jesus in 21 Days” Bible reading challenge 

□  I will begin to memorize one scripture passage a week so God can begin to renew my mind.  I  
will begin by memorizing Romans 12:1-2 
 

Next week join us as we’ll begin a new message series, “Money Talks.”  Invite a friend!!! 


