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1 Samuel 17:1-4 (NIV) “Now the Philistines gathered their forces for war and assembled at Sokoh in Judah…2 Saul and 
the Israelites assembled and camped in the Valley of Elah and drew up their battle line to meet the Philistines. 3 The 
Philistines occupied one hill and the Israelites another, with the valley between them. 4 A champion named Goliath, who 
was from Gath, came out of the Philistine camp. His height was six cubits and a span.” 
1 Samuel 17:8-11 (NIV) “7 His spear shaft was like a weaver’s rod, and its iron point weighed six hundred 
shekels…8 Goliath stood and shouted to the ranks of Israel, ‘Why do you come out and line up for battle? Am I not a 
Philistine, and are you not the servants of Saul? Choose a man and have him come down to me. 9 If he is able to fight and 
kill me, we will become your subjects; but if I overcome him and kill him, you will become our subjects and serve 
us.’ 10 Then the Philistine said, ‘This day I defy the armies of Israel! Give me a man and let us fight each other.’ 11 On  
hearing the Philistine’s words, Saul and all the Israelites were dismayed and terrified.” 

Israel needed a champion, and they looked to their KING – Saul 

This is true of all of us, we place our hope in WHAT & WHO we depend on 

When they disappoint us, the measure of our hope often becomes the measure of our DISDAIN &  

DISAPPOINTMENT 

God never wanted Israel to have a KING; God wanted Israel to place their hope in HIM 

God established Israel as a THEOCRACY with God as their king & with laws administered by 

judges 

1 Samuel 8:1,3-5 (NIV) “When Samuel grew old, he appointed his sons as Israel’s leaders…3 But his sons did not follow 
his ways.  They turned aside after dishonest gain and accepted bribes and perverted justice.  4 So all the elders of Israel 
gathered together and came to Samuel at Ramah. 5 They said to him, ‘You are old, and your sons do not follow your ways;  
now appoint a king to lead us, such as all the other nations have.’” 

The people FORGOT that God had established Israel for a very, very specific PURPOSE 
Genesis 12:3 (NIV) “…all peoples on earth will be blessed through you.” 

1 Samuel 8:7 & 9 (NIV & NLT) “7 And the LORD told him: ‘Listen to all that the people are saying to you; it is not you they 
have rejected, but they have rejected Me as their king.’…’Do as they ask, but solemnly warn them about the way a king  
will reign over them.’” 

Unlike the average or typical king, David loved GOD’S LAW 

David believed GOD gave the Law, and that conviction provided him with extraordinary CLARITY 

Success CONFUSES the best of us; a little success & we are sitting on the THRONE of our lives 

We place our hope in US because we place our hope in the one we DEPEND upon the MOST 
1 Samuel 17:11 (NIV) “On hearing the Philistine’s words, Saul and all the Israelites were dismayed and terrified.” 

Instead of being dismayed & terrified by Goliath, David is OFFENDED 
1 Samuel 17:26 (NIV) “26 David asked the men standing near him, ‘What will be done for the man who kills this Philistine 
and removes this disgrace from Israel? Who is this uncircumcised Philistine that he should defy the armies of the  
living God?’” 

Goliath & the Philistines were outside the covenant of God, outside the protection of God, and they 

were trying to take land that God had promised to ISRAEL 
1 Samuel 17:34-37 (NIV) “34 But David said to Saul, ‘Your servant has been keeping his father’s sheep. When a lion or a 
bear came and carried off a sheep from the flock, 35 I went after it, struck it and rescued the sheep from its mouth. When it 
turned on me, I seized it by its hair, struck it and killed it. 36 Your servant has killed both the lion and the bear; this 
uncircumcised Philistine will be like one of them, because he has defied the armies of the living God. 37 The LORD who 



rescued me from the paw of the lion and the paw of the bear will rescue me from the hand of this Philistine.’  Saul said to 
David, ‘Go, and the LORD be with you.’” 

There was absolutely NO confusion for David.  He sees the situation in a way no one else SAW IT 

An enemy of God’s people is an enemy of GOD, and Goliath isn’t simply defying this army, Goliath  

is DEFYING GOD 

The man or woman whose hope is in the Lord need NOT FEAR, even when there is something to be  

afraid of 

Psalm 25:1,3,5 (NIV) “In You, LORD my God, I put my trust…3 No one who hopes in You will ever be put to shame, 4 Show 
me your ways, LORD, teach me your paths. 5 Guide me in Your truth and teach me, for You are God my Savior, and my 
hope is in You all day long.” 
1 Samuel 17:45-47 (NIV) “45 David said to the Philistine, ‘You come against me with sword and spear and javelin, but I 
come against you in the name of the LORD Almighty, the God of the armies of Israel, whom you have defied. 46 This day 
the LORD will deliver you into my hands, and I’ll strike you down and cut off your head. This very day I will give the 
carcasses of the Philistine army to the birds and the wild animals, and the whole world will know that there is a God in 
Israel. 47 All those gathered here will know that it is not by sword or spear that the LORD saves; for the battle is the LORD’s,  
and He will give all of you into our hands.” 

Those whose hope is in the Lord see CLEARLY, act CONFIDENTLY, but they walk HUMBLY 

They recognize they can’t control the OUTCOMES because they have little control over the 

VARIABLES  

required to control outcomes 

Instead, they lean the weight of their lives AGAINST the One who has the whole world and all the 

variables in HIS HANDS 
Psalm 25:1&5 (NIV) “In You, LORD my God, I put my trust… my hope is in You all day long.” 

David was an imperfect King and imperfect man, but he never, ever, throughout his reign, turned his  

back on the LAW of God and the GOD of his fathers 

There are moments when we choose whether or not to keep our hope in US, and when you put your  

hope in you & the world falls apart, all you have left is DESPAIR 

But when you realize God’s capable hands are CAPABLE even when the whole world seems to be  

upside down, that’s a LIFE CHANGER 

Those people see CLEARLY; they walk CONFIDENTLY; they cling to the HOPE that is the 

LORD 

David was Israel’s greatest king because AS king, he never confused himself with THE KING 

 

My Next Step Today Is: 

□  I will memorize Psalm 25:1&5 (NIV) “In You, LORD my God, I put my trust… my hope is in You all day long.”  

□  There is a giant in my life.  I will go back over my message notes and spend some time thinking  

     about who God really is in my life.  Am I truly depending on Him or me in life. 

 

Join us next week as we continue our new message series & look at, “Killer Giants.”  Invite a friend! 

 

 

 

 

 



 


