
Connect - Engage - Serve 

“How to Face your Future” 

Week of November 10th, 2019 

 Connecting -with your group 

1. Take some time to discuss how your week went.  How did you apply James 1:19 when you were in 

situations where you had to manage your mouth?  Did you make an effort to focus on words that heal 

more than words that hurt? 

 

Engaging- with the Word of God and others 
This week we’re continuing our message series on Developing a Faith that Works and studying the book of 

James.  We’ll be specifically looking at James 4:13-17, and learning how to face our future. 

 

1. Pastor Russ shared three common mistakes to avoid when facing our future.  The first mistake we often 
make is planning without God.  What plans have you personally made without including God?   
 

2. Read Pastor Russ’ letter regarding the progress of our campus expansion.  Then, read Luke 14:28.   
Luke 14:28 (NLT) “[Jesus said] But don’t begin until you count the cost. For who would begin construction of a building  
without first calculating the cost to see if there is enough money to finish it?” 

Discuss the church leadership’s decision to delay construction at this time in light of what Scripture tells 
us. 

 
3. Read James 4:15. 

James 4:15 (NIV) “Instead, you ought to say, ‘If it is the Lord’s will, we will live and do this or that.’” 

The solution to mistake #1 (planning without God) is to include God in your goal setting.  Discuss 
some goals you have set for yourself.  Have they been achieved?  What role did God play in your 
achievement?   

 
4. Pastor Russ shared that mistake #2 when facing our future is presuming about tomorrow.  We 

assume we are going to live forever.  As a result, what are things you are putting off or neglecting all 
together assuming that you are going to live forever?  
  

5. There are two reasons we should not presume about the future: 1) Life is unpredictable and 2) Life is 
brief.   Can you give an example of how these reasons have played out in your life and/or someone you 
know? 
  

6. Read James 4:17. 
James 4:17 (NIV) “Anyone, then, who knows the good he ought to do and doesn’t do it, sins.” 

The Bible says only two things will last forever: God’s Word and people.  Discuss the difference 

between temporal (things in this world) and eternal (heaven).  What are some things that Christians 

can do that have eternal value?  What do you specifically need to be doing to have eternal impact?  

 
 
  

 
 
 
 



 
 

 

Serving- your group through prayer and care 

Take time to share praises and prayer requests.  Check on each other throughout the week. 

 

Something More 

Read Matthew 26: 36-45. 

 

Twice in this passage Jesus prays, “Your will be done.”  What’s the difference in “God, bless what I am doing” 

and the prayer Jesus prays in this passage? 

 

God doesn’t always answer prayers the way we want him to.  Why not? 


