
 
Careful What You Want For 

How to Get What You Really Want, Part 4; September 27th, 2020 
Introduction: 
I hope by now you are understanding the idea of a value-led life. As we have discussed in prior 
weeks, what we want and what we value are often in conflict. Beginning with the end in mind, 
meaning, what you would like said about you are at your funeral, will lead us to choose what is 
valuable in the present. However, this is where the real work begins. Change is easy to talk 
about but difficult to do. God speaks through the apostle Paul and says for us to “renew our 
minds” (Rom 12:2). We should never expect to behave differently if our thinking is unchanged. 
Realizing Jesus wants something for us instead of from us is the first step towards changing our 
thoughts. When we see as God sees, we are more inclined to do as God says. In this week’s 
group you will discuss some of the misconceptions people have about God and how He thinks 
about us.  
  
Getting Started:  
What are some of your most earliest thoughts about God when you were a kid? If you didn’t 
know anything about God, what thoughts did you have about Christians or the church? 
Discuss:  

• READ: Galatians 5:22-23.  

• “The Fruit of the Spirit” of another way of saying, “What we will experience when we 
surrender to Jesus.” God uses the word “fruit” because of how fruit grows on trees. 
Think about the metaphor of “fruit” growing on trees. What other things come to mind 
when you think about the process of a tree producing fruit? (hint if needed: trees don’t 
struggle to produce fruit but it just happens naturally, everyone likes fruit!, there are 
different kinds) 

• Think about the “fruits of the Spirit” listed in verses 22-23. If you could pick three of 
them and have them abundantly show up in your life, which three and how would that 
change your daily life and your relationships? 

• Changing the way we act starts with changing the way we think. How would you 
describe your thought-life? Be as honest as you can.  

• READ: Romans 12:1-2 

• Loving parents want things for their children, not from them. Our heavenly Father does 
not need anything from us (Acts 17: 24-25). Read again verse 2.  

• Is it strange to think God’s Will is “pleasing” to us?  

• What do you think about this statement: “God is more concerned about forming us into 
who He wants us to be, than directing the specifics of what we do.” In other words: 
Character Development Vs. Behavior Modification.  

• How might our view of our earthly parents or our upbringing positively or negatively 
influence the way we see God and what He wants for us?   

Something More:  
Memorizing and meditating on what God says about us helps to transform our thought-life. 
Distribute the following verses to each person in the group to read out loud.  

o John 1:12; John 15:15; Romans 8:1; 2 Corinthians 5:17; Jeremiah 29:11-13; Ephesians 
2:19; Romans 8:28; 2 Timothy 1:7; Psalm 103:8-12.  


