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Introduction:  
The Good News is that God is near. Jesus spoke of this good news before his death and 
resurrection (Mark 1:14-15) to people who had only heard of God’s presence being a temporary 
thing made available to only a few. However, Jesus’ birth marked the creation of a new day by 
initiating God’s plan on earth by drawing near to those he desired to save. Jesus’ presence 
brought the Creator to the created, the Devine to the destitute, and a Unifier to the separated. 
Through Jesus’ birth, God came near to humanity; through His death, sin was made powerless; 
through His resurrection, His claims were ratified. Jesus came to us when we were powerless of 
bridging the gap back to Him. He invites us to come to Him just as we are despite all our past 
and present sin. The new Kingdom, God invites us into, has no dress code, rules of engagement, 
prerequisite obligations, or rejection clause; because of this, the message of Jesus is liberating 
to the broken, but offensive to the prideful and self-righteous. 
 
Discussion Questions:  

1) Can you think of a time when you showed up to an event and realized you were 
underdressed for the occasion? How did it make you feel?  

2) Feeling as if there is a “dress code” to Christianity is how many people feel towards 
Jesus. Even worse, many people who follow Jesus turn away after a personal failure 
because they think they have disqualified themselves. What causes people to feel this 
sort of way?   

3) The local church was designed to be a hospital for the hurting, but instead, it can easily 
be turned into a country club for the saved. What do you think causes people within a 
church to, over time, adopt an inward-focus instead of an outward-focus? (i.e. comfort, 
spirit of scarcity, fear, etc.).  

4) READ: Mark 1: 39-45 
5) Lepers were people caught in-between life and death: Unable to die and unable to 

participate in life due to being outcasted to the outskirts of town. Jesus took time to 
associate with those others rejected. Jesus served others who could do nothing for Him, 
and in this case, someone who did the exact opposite of what Jesus asked of him (Jesus 
was delaying his ascension to popularity until it was the proper time). Who would be 
considered as the “modern-day lepers” of today? People Jesus would take time to 
associate with if He were here today. (Leader note: There are no “right” answers here) 

6) READ: Mark 2: 13-17 
7) Jesus called Levi (Matthew) to join His inner circle despite him having the reputation of a 

traitor of His own people and a thief for the sake of the Roman government. What does 
this tell you about the new kingdom Jesus was establishing?  

8) Vs. 16: Those who were considered the most devoted to God were the ones who were 
the most disgusted by the behavior of Jesus. Why do you think this was?  

9) Take 1 minute to think about this before answering: If you were to adopt the mindset of 
Jesus and have an outward focus on those who were outside the church and far from 
Jesus, what is one thing you personally would need to change? 

 
Something More:  
More than can be accomplished working together as a group than each of can do individually 
(hints why the church is so important). What is something, together as a group, everyone can 
work together to bring others who are far from Jesus and the church closer to experience Him?  


