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Mark 12:28 (NIV) “One of the teachers of the law came and heard them debating. Noticing that Jesus had given them a  
good answer, he asked Him, ‘Of all the commandments, which is the most important?’” 

This was a question about PRIORITIES 
Mark 12:29-31 (NIV) “29 “’The most important one,’ answered Jesus, ‘is this: ‘Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is 
one. 30 Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your  
strength.’ 31 The second is this: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no commandment greater than these.” 

Mark 12:32-34 (NLT) “32 The teacher of religious law replied, ‘Well said, Teacher. You have spoken the truth by saying that 
there is only one God and no other. 33 And I know it is important to love Him with all my heart and all my understanding and 
all my strength, and to love my neighbor as myself. This is more important than to offer all of the burnt offerings and 
sacrifices required in the law.’ 34 Realizing how much the man understood, Jesus said to him, ‘You are not far from the  
Kingdom of God.’” 

You are not far from the Kingdom of God, which means the Kingdom of God is not FAR FROM 

YOU 

Peter is now in PRISON in Rome awaiting TRIAL under Nero & probably his DEATH 

Most believe Peter didn’t have a formal EDUCATION; if he could read at all, he certainly couldn’t 

write 

Mark wasn’t writing the BIBLE; Mark was documenting Peter’s experience with JESUS 

Peter begins his account with the END  
Mark 1:1 (NIV) “The beginning of the good news about Jesus the Messiah, the Son of God,…” 
1 Peter 2:23-24 (NIV) “23 When they hurled their insults at Him, He did not retaliate; when He suffered, He made no 
threats. Instead, He entrusted Himself to Him who judges justly. 24 ‘He Himself bore our sins’ in His body on the cross,…” 
1 Peter 1:3 (NIV) “…He has given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,…” 

Most would say the big idea of Christianity is Jesus DIED for my sin.  If I put my faith in Him, I get 

to  

go to heaven when I DIE.  In the meantime I am suppose to BE GOOD in the meantime. 

Peter would say there is something for you HERE AND NOW.  You can live every single day of 

your life with the assurance that God IS NEAR 
Mark 1:14 (NIV) “After John was put in prison, Jesus went into Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God.” 

The Good News WASN’T about Jesus’ death & resurrection – that hadn’t HAPPENED YET 
Mark 1:15 (NIV) “‘The time has come,’ He [Jesus] said. ‘The kingdom of God is near.’” 

Jesus wasn’t talking about a FUTURE event; He was talking about a FULFILLMENT of a NEW 

kingdom 

The kingdom of God was a kingdom of the HEART; it was a kingdom of CONSCIENCE formed 

by the  

teachings of the king who had come to REVERSE the order of just about everything 

It was a kingdom where loving GOD and loving OTHERS was the ultimate PRIORITY 

This new kingdom REQUIRED something 
Mark 1:15 (NIV) “‘The time has come,’ He said. ‘The kingdom of God has come near. Repent and believe the good news!’” 



Jesus is using the word “repent” here to change your way of THINKING, your world-view, to turn 

in the  

direction of a brand new Kingdom with a brand new King 

You have been invited to participate, but until you change your mind, world-view, you’ll MISS IT 

Jesus wants us to “believe” which means to FULLY embrace, submit, & surrender to this new world-

view and new Kingdom led by a new KING 

One thing that disturbed the early disciples about this brand new Kingdom:  EVERYONE was 

invited to  

participate in it 

Mark 1:16-18 (NIV) “16 As Jesus walked beside the Sea of Galilee, He saw Simon [Peter] and his brother Andrew casting a 
net into the lake, for they were fishermen. 17 ‘Come, follow Me,’ Jesus said, ‘and I will make you fishers of men.’ 18 At once  
they left their nets and followed Him.” 

Mark 1:19-20 (NIV) “19 When He had gone a little farther, He saw James son of Zebedee and his brother John in a boat, 
preparing their nets. 20 Without delay He called them, and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired men and  
followed Him.” 

Peter and the other disciples had no idea what they were getting into, but they had not been called to  

UNDERSTAND it; they had been called to EMBRACE it 

Thirty (30) years later Peter was still CONFIDENT because of what he’d seen, heard, & experienced 

Mark 1:21-22 (NIV) “21 They went to Capernaum, and when the Sabbath came, Jesus went into the synagogue and began 
to teach. 22 The people were amazed at His teaching, because He taught them as one who had authority, not as the  
teachers of the law.” 

Mark 1:28 (NIV) “28 News about Him [Jesus] spread quickly over the whole region of Galilee.” 

Peter wanted us to know up front the arrival of Jesus was GOOD news 
Mark 1:1 (NIV) “The beginning of the good news about Jesus the Messiah, the Son of God,…” 

Peter would say it is such good news because God came near, which means you are NOT FAR 
Mark 1:15 (NIV) “‘The time has come,’ He said. ‘The kingdom of God has come near. Repent and believe the good news!’” 

The question for you is will you TURN in that DIRECTION?  If so, everything CHANGES 

 

My Next Step Today Is: 

□  I will read the Gospel of Mark – 1 chapter a day (16 total days) 

□  I will review my message notes and spend some thinking about what it means, “I am not far away  

    from God,” and consider turning in God’s direction. 

 

Join us again next week.  Invite a friend to join you! 

 


