
 
The Unsettling Solution For Just About Anything: Pt 2 | 4.18.21 

Introduction:  
Grace is underserved, unearned, unearnable favor and it is difficult for many people to grasp. A 
person having a history of receiving gifts with strings attached or only feeling loved when they 
are good will have trouble fully accepting the grace God provides through Jesus. Having the 
wrong understanding of grace will cause someone to do various things: compare themselves to 
others, be overly critical of themselves for mistakes, ruminate on past failures, and have an 
inability to take risk due to fear of failing. The unintended consequences of such mental 
patterns cause us to be hypercritical of others. A person’s ability to give grace to others (co-
workers, spouse, family member, friend) is directly proportional to the grace they allow 
themselves to live in. Once we fully accept the fact WE are underserving of grace and allow 
ourselves to fully accept, through faith, God’s grace, made possible by Jesus’ sacrifice, we will 
then have the ability to extend grace to others and thus make the saving grace of Jesus that 
much more attractive.  
 
Discussion Questions:  

1) If you could have/have had a different career than the one you had/have, what would it 
be? (not considering salary as a motivation).  

2) It’s game night with your friends/family and all of sudden someone is caught breaking 
the rules. What is your knee-jerk reaction:  

a. The Judge: “Stop! The Rules are the Rules! There is no gray area” 
b. The Peacemaker: “It’s fine. Some people play differently. It’ll work out. 
c. The Eye-Roller: “I won’t say anything but on the inside I’m super annoyed” 

3) READ: Luke 19: 1-6.  
4) Why do you think the people were upset and grumbled at what Jesus did for Zacchaeus?  
5) Jesus modeled grace by showing grace is not fair. Can you think of a time when you 

received this kind of grace by someone?  
6) When assessing what is “fair” we instinctually follow this psychological principle: “We 

judge others by their actions; we judge ourselves by our intentions.” Explain this. How 
do you see this playing out in real-life?  

7) READ: Matthew 20: 1-15: This is parable Jesus tells His follows to describe His grace.  
8) What do you think the point of this parable is?  
9) What do you think of this statement: “Comparison is the enemy of Gratitude.”  
10) Fully appreciating the favor God has shown you allows you then to be joyful when 

others receive favor as well. How does the voice of our “inner-critic” distract us from 
focusing on the grace God gives us? 

11) Read this prayer out loud:  
“Jesus, I need your grace. I admit I mess up every day. I need what I do not deserve and 
what I am incapable of earning – to be forgiven of my sin and restored to a right 
relationship with you. I believe You paid for my sin once and for all by your death. I am 
choosing to place my faith in You, Jesus, and I desire to make you the Savior of my sins 
and Lord of my life. Today, and every day going forward, I accept and choose to live in 
your grace.” 

12) How might remember to say a prayer like this every day cause us to experience joy? 


