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John 9:2 (GN) “His disciples asked Him, ‘Teacher, whose sin caused him to be born blind? Was it his own or his parents' sin?’” 

Their dilemma was based upon a wrong ASSUMPTION they had been taught all their lives, that 

illness  

is a sign of God’s JUDGMENT 

The disciples were trying from their limited perspective to answer a question we often find ourselves  

asking, “WHY?” 

Like the disciples we are prone to view adversity NARROWLY; we may think, “Surely this is God’s 

way  

of PAYING ME BACK” 

John 9:3 (GN) “Jesus answered, ‘His blindness has nothing to do with his sins or his parents' sins. He is blind so that  
God's power might be seen at work in him.’” 

Jesus said this man’s blindness was a part of God’s PURPOSE; in other words, this man’s blindness 

was from GOD 

 

Where Does Adversity Come From? 

1. GOD is the engineer of some adversity 
2 Corinthians 12:7 (GN) “[Paul] But to keep me from being puffed up with pride because of the many wonderful things I  
saw, I was given a painful physical ailment, which acts as Satan's messenger to beat me and keep me from being proud.” 

2. Adversity often comes as a result of OUR OWN DOING or OTHERS 

Sin ALWAYS RESULTS in adversity of some kind 
James 1:14-15 (NLT) “Temptation comes from our own desires, which entice us and drag us away. 15 These desires  
give birth to sinful actions. And when sin is allowed to grow, it gives birth to death.” 

God NEVER INTENDED for mankind to experience the adversity and sorrow brought about by  

Adam’s sin 

The world we live in is NOT the one God created for us, nor is it the one WAITING for us 
Revelation 21:3-4 (NLT) “3 I heard a loud voice speaking from the throne: ‘Now God's home is with people! He will live 
with them, and they shall be His people. God Himself will be with them, and He will be their God. 4 He will wipe away all  
tears from their eyes. There will be no more death, no more grief or crying or pain. The old things have disappeared.’” 

When we suffer because of someone else’s sin, it can be extremely FRUSTRATING 

3. SATAN 
Job 1:1 (NIV) “In the land of Uz there lived a man whose name was Job. This man was blameless and upright; he 

feared God and shunned evil.” 

Job 1:8 (NLT) “Then the LORD asked Satan, ‘Have you noticed my servant Job? He is the finest man in all the earth.  
He is blameless—a man of complete integrity. He fears God and stays away from evil.’” 

Job 1:9-12 (GN) “9 Satan replied, ‘Would Job worship You if he got nothing out of it? 10 You have always protected him 
and his family and everything he owns. You bless everything he does, and You have given him enough cattle to fill the 



whole country. 11 But now suppose You take away everything he has—he will curse You to Your face!’  12 ‘All right,’ 
the LORD said to Satan, ‘everything he has is in your power, but you must not hurt Job himself.’ So Satan left.” 
 
Job 2:4-7 (NLT) “4 Satan replied to the LORD, ‘Skin for skin! A man will give up everything he has to save his life. 5 But 
reach out and take away his health, and he will surely curse You to Your face!’  6 ‘All right, do with him as you please,’ 
the LORD said to Satan. ‘But spare his life.’ 7 So Satan left the LORD’s presence, and he struck Job with terrible boils  
from head to foot.” 

PERMISSION came from God; the ADVERSITY came from Satan 

1 Peter 5:8-9 (GN) “8 Be alert, be on watch! Your enemy, the Devil, roams around like a roaring lion, looking for 
someone to devour. 9 Be firm in your faith and resist him, because you know that other believers in all the world are  
going through the same kind of sufferings.” 

Satan roams around LOOKING for ways to bring adversity into your life; he wants us to 

SUFFER, for  

suffering often DESTROYS one’s faith in God 

In our day-to-day experience it is sometimes difficult to determine the SOURCE of our adversity 

Far more important than the SOURCE of adversity is our RESPONSE to adversity 

Adversity is God’s most effective tool for deepening your FAITH and COMMITMENT to Him 

God uses adversity regardless of the SOURCE, but your response to adversity DETERMINES 

whether or  

not God is able to use it to accomplish HIS PURPOSE 

The real question each of us needs to ask is, “How should I RESPOND?” 

Often the EXPLANATIONS we are so desperately seeking will become clear as we respond 

PROPERLY to  

adversity 

Christ’s response to the cross allowed our heavenly Father to take this tragedy and use if for the 

GREATEST good; that is the PATTERN and God’s GOAL for us through all the adversities of life 

 

My Next Step Today Is: 

□  I am going through a time of adversity right now.  I am asking God, “How should I respond?” 

□  I am asking God to give me strength to respond to adversity His way, & that God would build and  

    strengthen my faith through the adversity I face 

□  I/we plan on attending Discovering New Hope next Sun, Feb 23 @ 5 pm; Adults #___; Kids # ___ 

Join us next week at New Hope.  Please invite a friend!!! 


