
 
“Undeserveable” The Unsettling Truth For Just About Everything. Part 1. 4.11.21 

Introduction:  
Grace is the underserved, unearned, and unearnable favor. Grace isn’t a concept to be studied, but 
an actual thing that must be experienced to understand. In fact, grace stops being grace when 
anyone trays to earn it by being good or perhaps think they have lost it because a sin. Grace is only 
grace when it is given to someone who doesn’t deserve it. The very definition of grace implies that it 
is not fair. Grace does not care where someone has been or what they have accomplished. Jesus 
was all grace and all truth all the time. Understand grace starts and ends with seeking to understand 
Jesus. Jesus loved the unlovable, was patient with the self-righteous, and welcomed reputable 
sinners. However, the best predictor of whether someone is able to give grace to others is whether 
or not they have accepted and experienced it themselves.  

 
Discussion Questions:  

1) California declared that June 15 is when all restrictions will be removed. What are a couple of things 
you are excited to see return to normal? 

2) If you had to rate your week (past 7 days) on a scale of 1-10..with 10 being “The best week of the 
Year” or 1 being “I’m counting the minutes until it’s over”…Where would you rate it?  

3) Grace can be defined as: The undeserved, unearned, and unearnable favor. What comes to your 
mind when you hear the word: “Favor”?  

4) READ: Matthew 9:9-13  
As Jesus was walking along, he saw a man named Matthew sitting at his tax collector’s 
booth. “Follow me and be my disciple,” Jesus said to him. So Matthew got up and followed 
him.10 Later, Matthew invited Jesus and his disciples to his home as dinner guests, along with many 
tax collectors and other disreputable sinners. 11 But when the Pharisees saw this, they asked his 
disciples, “Why does your teacher eat with such scum?”12 When Jesus heard this, he said, “Healthy 
people don’t need a doctor—sick people do.” 13 Then he added, “Now go and learn the meaning of 
this Scripture: ‘I want you to show mercy, not offer sacrifices.’ For I have come to call not those who 
think they are righteous, but those who know they are sinners.” 

5) Going to someone’s house for dinner meant a whole lot more then, than it does now. Choosing to 
be a dinner guest was a sign of acceptance and people most often ate only with their social 
equivalents(vs.10). Jesus, who at this time sat atop of the social hierarchy, chose to eat with tax 
collectors, who were hated. Think of some possible things that motivated the Pharisees response in 
Vs 11?  

6) Vs.13: For I have come to call not those who think they are righteous, but those who know they are 
sinners. In order for someone to understand grace, they must first understand their need for it, 
otherwise it is like giving a gift to someone who has everything. Why do you think some people have 
a difficult time understanding and accepting the grace Jesus freely gives?  

7) Sometimes our family backgrounds and upbringings play a role in our ability to understand and 
accept grace. Give some examples of how your upbringing has helped, or hurt, your ability to freely 
accept grace from God? 

8) People who have not fully accepted grace from God, have difficulty given it to others. Why do you 
think this is and how have you seen this play out?  

9) Is there an area in your life, a short-coming, weakness, where you have not allowed God’s grace to 
cover? Perhaps it is a thought that loops in your mind that tells you “You are not good enough.” 
Spend the remainder of the group time praying that we would allow grace to cover that area as we 
give it God.  


