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Mark 1:1 (NIV) “The beginning of the good news about Jesus the Messiah, the Son of God,…” 
Mark 1:14 (NIV) “…Jesus went into Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God.” 
Mark 1:15 (NIV) “‘The time has come,’ He [Jesus] said. ‘The kingdom of God is near.’” 

Jesus wasn’t talking about a FUTURE event; you can live every single day of your life with the  

assurance that God is NEAR 

It was a kingdom where loving GOD and loving OTHERS was the ultimate PRIORITY 

This new kingdom REQUIRED something 
Mark 1:15 (NIV) “‘The time has come,’ He said. ‘The kingdom of God is near. Repent and believe the good news!’” 

 

Three Obstacles to God 
(How Jesus’s VALUE system stood in contrast to the prevailing CULTURE) 

1. The story of the leper – Jesus IGNORED certain RELIGIOUS protocol (requirements) 

Maybe you walked away from a relationship with Jesus because of PETTY rules & regulations 

People with leprosy hung between heaven & earth:  unable to DIE & unable to participate in 

LIFE, they watched life from afar, shunned, and never TOUCHED 
Mark 1:39-40 (NIV) “39 So He [Jesus] traveled throughout Galilee, preaching in their synagogues and driving out demons.  
40 A man with leprosy came to Him and begged Him on his knees, ‘If You are willing, you can make me clean.’” 

The kind of faith this leper expressed is perfect faith; CONFIDENT Jesus can, HOPING Jesus 

will 
Mark 1:41-42 (NIV) “Filled with compassion, Jesus reached out His hand and touched the man. ‘I am willing,’ He  
said. “Be clean!’ 42 Immediately the leprosy left him and he was cleansed.” 

Jesus chose to meet needs while ignoring RITUAL & political/religious CORRECTNESS 
Mark 1:43-44 (NIV) “43 Jesus sent him away at once with a strong warning: 44 ‘See that you don’t tell this to anyone. But  
go, show yourself to the priest & offer the sacrifices that Moses commanded for your cleansing, as a testimony to them.’” 

This was a time of TRANSITION; things were slowly changing, the old was passing away, the  

Kingdom of God had come, the King had ARRIVED 
Mark 1:45 (NIV) “Instead he went out and began to talk freely, spreading the news. As a result, Jesus could no longer  
enter a town openly but stayed outside in lonely places. Yet the people still came to Him from everywhere.” 

2. The story of paralyzed man – Jesus claimed to have the power to FORGIVE 

Maybe you walked away from a relationship with Jesus because you thought your sin couldn’t be 

FORGIVEN 
Mark 2:1-2 (NIV) “A few days later, when Jesus again entered Capernaum, the people heard that He had come 
home. 2 They gathered in such large numbers that there was no room left, not even outside the door, and He preached 
the word to them.” 
Mark 1:15 (NIV) “‘The time has come,’ He said. ‘The kingdom of God has come near. Repent & believe the good news!’” 
Mark 2:3-5 (NIV) “3 Some men came, bringing to Him a paralyzed man, carried by four of them. 4 Since they could not get 
him to Jesus because of the crowd, they made an opening in the roof above Jesus by digging through it & then lowered  
the mat the man was lying on. When Jesus saw their faith, He said to the paralyzed man, ‘Son, your sins are forgiven.’” 



Christian faith is confident God CAN, hoping that God WILL  
Mark 2:6-9 (NIV) “6 Now some teachers of the law were sitting there, thinking to themselves, 7 ‘Why does this fellow talk 
like that?  He’s blaspheming!  Who can forgive sins but God alone?’ 8 Immediately Jesus knew in His spirit that this was 
what they were thinking in their hearts, and He said to them, ‘Why are you thinking these things? 9 Which is easier: to  
say to this paralyzed man, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Get up, take your mat and walk’?” 

They believed there was a correlation between sickness & sin; something is WRONG with you  

because you did something WRONG 

Mark 2:10-12 (NIV) “‘But I want you to know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins.’ So He said to 
the man, 11 ‘I tell you, get up, take your mat and go home.’ 12 He got up, took his mat and walked out in full view of them  
all. This amazed everyone and they praised God, saying, ‘We have never seen anything like this!’” 

If Jesus could reverse the CONSEQUENCES of sin with a word, then perhaps He had the 

authority to  

FORGIVE sin with a word as well 

If you have ever wondered if God can or will FORGIVE you?  If PEACE with God is possible?  

Peter’s answer is YES! 
Mark 1:15 (NIV) “‘The time has come,’ He said. ‘The kingdom of God has come near. Repent & believe the good news!’” 

3.  The story of Levi, the tax collector – Jesus was uncomfortably COMFORTABLE with 

UNREPENTANT  

sinners 

Maybe you walked away from a relationship with Jesus because you thought you had to CLEAN UP 

your act FIRST 
Mark  2:13-14 (NIV) “13 Once again Jesus went out beside the lake. A large crowd came to Him, and He began to teach  
them. 14 As He walked along, He saw Levi son of Alphaeus sitting at the tax collector’s booth.” 

Levi (Matthew) is HATED by his fellow Jews for multiple reasons 
Mark 2:14 (NIV) “’Follow Me,’ Jesus told him, and Levi got up and followed Him.” 

The Kingdom of God had come near, and EVERYBODY had been invited to PARTICIPATE in it 

Jesus’ new way COLLIDED with Peter’s old way; but Peter’s way was PASSING AWAY 
Mark 1:15 (NIV) “‘The time has come,’ He said. ‘The kingdom of God has come near. Repent & believe the good news!’” 

The good news is that God ACCEPTS sinners & INVITES them into His brand new kind of kingdom 

 

My Next Step Today Is: 

□  Is there a false obstacle standing in your way of a relationship with Jesus?  Will you deal with it? 

□  In Jesus accepts sinners & invites them into a new kind of kingdom.  If you haven’t accepted His  

    invitation, will you do so now?  (Please let one of our staff know, we have some free material for you!) 

 

 

Join us again next week as we see Jesus “Flipping the Script.”  Invite a friend to join you! 


