
8 FUN WAYS TO BRING
EASTER TO A NEW LEVEL

NEW HOPE KIDS

HOLY WEEK DEVOTIONS FOR FAMILIES

Hey New Hope Families!

I wanted to share some great ways to anticipate, prepare for and celebrate Easter
with your kids! I hope you will use this booklet as a guide beginning on Sunday,
March 28 (aka Palm Sunday). If you commit to spending a few minutes each day,
you will connect as a family, create some great traditions and memories, and
grow together as you guide your children in understanding Easter in a little deeper
way. It’s as simple as picking a time to read the Bible verses for the day, briefly
discussing them and praying together. I’ve included “Next Level Options” if you’d
like follow up activities. These are fun but not necessary, and Next Level kits
(containing a few of these extra items) are available for anyone who would like to
stop by the church office.

Have a great week and I hope to see you on Easter Sunday, April 4! New Hope will
hold outdoor services at 9:00 and 10:30am (Kids’ classes for children 1 st – 5 th
grade will be offered at both) and we will have some special Easter goodies for
your kids!

Brook Price ,
New Hope Kids Director

PALM
SUNDAY

MARCH 28
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* Starting on April 11 we will hold our 9:00am service outdoors, and our 11:00am
service indoors! Kids classes available at both, and we will open a class for 4

and 5 year olds at the 11:00 service!



READ aloud Mark 11:1-11.
MAKE palm-leaf cookies

Cut cookie dough into 2 x 1/2-inch strips.
Place aluminum foil on a cookie sheet and spray it with nonstick cooking spray.
Roll the cookie strips and shape them into an outline of a leaf on the foil. Close all edges in the outline.
Crush green candies in a bag with a hammer, and sprinkle to fill in the cookie center.
Bake at 375 degrees for about eight minutes.

Roll out cookie dough and cut into leaf shapes (or any shape you like)
Bake on cookie sheets according to package directions.
Decorate with green frosting after baking, or green sprinkles before baking.

Tell your children that this was a sweet day for Jesus, but he knew that soon he would be broken—or
would die—for our sins.

Option 1: Stained Glass Cookies
Supplies: sugar cookie dough and green hard candies
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Option 2: Sugar cookies
Supplies: sugar cookie dough, and green sprinkles or green frosting
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PALM SUNDAY COOKIE CONVERSATION
SUNDAY, MARCH 28

READ aloud Mark 11:15-18.
This passage tells about an area of the Temple where
people could come to pray, but it had become a dirty,
noisy, unworshipful place.

Together, decide on a time and a place in your house or
yard, where your family will spend a few minutes each
day reading the Bible passages. Google the word
“worship” and discuss what it means to worship God. Do
you have to go to church to worship God? How might it
look to worship God, even in your own house?

MONDAY MISSION
MONDAY, MARCH 29

NEXT LEVEL OPTION: decorate a special space in your home for Easter Week. Include a Bible,
candles (either real or battery powered), and an area to display the items you'll use this week. You
can review these items at the beginning of each devotion. Light the candles or turn on the lights only
during devotions to keep it special and meaningful.



READ aloud Mark 14:3-9.
In this passage, a woman gave Jesus a gift that was very precious. We can give gifts
that come from our heart, too, but they don’t have to be expensive or even cost
money. In  fact, anytime we take care of each other or care for people it’s like a gift
to Jesus. When we treat each other the way Jesus would, when we read our Bibles,
when we talk to God or pray, it honors Jesus.
Have each family member share something he or she can do to honor Jesus.

NEXT LEVEL OPTION: Decorate a beautiful piece of paper and form a cylinder around
a perfume bottle for display at your family worship space. As each person shares,
spray perfume into the air or on the person.

READ aloud Matthew 26:14-16.
Supplies: 30 coins (or 30 of anything! Legos, cheerios, dried

beans, beads, etc… whatever is easy to find in your house, and

safe for your kiddos)

Tell kids that Judas betrayed Jesus for about 120 days of wages. Let
the kids count the coins and place them at your family worship space.

ASK:
Was Jesus' life on earth worth more than 30 pieces of silver? Why or
why not?
What was the true value of Jesus' life to our family?

TUESDAY TEACHING
TUESDAY, MARCH 30

WEDNESDAY WORSHIP
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 31

READ aloud John 13:1-5.
Supplies: a bowl, soap, paper (or cloth) towels

Jesus washed feet to show his love. Have a bowl, some
soap, and towels ready. Wash your child’s hands. As you
dry them, tell them three things you love about your
child.
Display the soap at your family worship space.

EXTRA CREDIT: Google the meaning of the word
“Maundy” together!

MAUNDY THURSDAY
THURSDAY, APRIL 1



READ aloud Mark 15:21-39.
Supplies: two large nails, light gauge wire (or yarn or kitchen

twine)

MAKE:
Help children lay their nails across each other like a cross, then start
wrapping the wire around the point where the nails intersect to bind the
nails into a cross.
Crisscross the wire in the center.
Have the kids recall an event of the Crucifixion with each wrap.

Decide on a place in your home to put or hang your cross, to remember
that Jesus died for you on Good Friday.
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GOOD FRIDAY
FRIDAY, APRIL 2

STAY-TUNED SATURDAY (IT’S NOT OVER YET!)
SATURDAY, APRIL 3

READ aloud Mark 15:42-47.
Supplies: A roll of toilet paper
Take turns wrapping each other in toilet paper just as Jesus may have
looked when prepared for burial. Talk about how the disciple might've
felt when all their hopes seemed destroyed when Jesus died.
ASK: What do you want to say to Jesus to thank him for dying for you?
Talk about how the burial isn't the end of the story, but that it was a
very sad day for Jesus' friends. They didn’t understand that it wasn’t
the end.

READ aloud Luke 24:1-9.
Supplies: cupcakes & a trick candle that relights
Light the candle and talk about how Jesus came to be the light of
the world. On Saturday, it looked like the light had been blown out.
Blow out the candle and wait in silence while the flame is gone.
When the flame comes back, celebrate with the cupcakes!
Point out that nothing can ever snuff out Jesus. He is the light of the
world.
NOTE: Use water to extinguish the relighting candle when

you're finished with the activity. 

EASTER SUNDAY
SUNDAY, APRIL 4


